
            MANNA FoodBank   
Board of Directors Called Meeting 

 
 : 

Date: 

December 22,   2020 
Begin Time: 3:00 End Time: 4:00 

Total 

Time: 1 hr  
Members Present: Judy Butler, Keith Collins, Mary Davis, Melody Dunlop, Ron Edgerton, John 

Forsyth, Bud Hughes, David Jenkins, Jim Mathews, Kip Marshall, Steve Metcalf, Jerry Prickett, 

Calvin Tomkins, Sage Turner, Ed Zaidberg 

Location: Online 
Staff Members Present: Nancy Flippin, Jill Hansen, Mary Nesbitt, Hannah Randall 

 

  

Topic/Member Called Meeting Concerning Use of Major Gifts Notes  
Call to Order Steve Metcalf called the meeting to order. 

 

Use of Funds of Gift 

of $9 Million from 

MacKenzie Scott/ 

Hannah 

 Hannah led discussion of use of $9 million gift from 

MacKenzie Scott. The discussion concerned the best way 

to use the gift for our community. The donor gave 

significant latitude regarding use of the funds.  The 

Executive Committee proposes that the funds be 

earmarked for the future facilities with 10% of the total 

($900,000) to be held back for operations as needed. 

The funds have been transferred to our investment account 

at CFWNC; the Finance Committee will review the 

investment options and make any recommendations as it 

sees fit as how the funds are invested.  

There was discussion as to whether or not we should 

push out the news of this gift to the public or wait and 

be re-active to any inquiries. The messaging around 

this gift is critical so that the public does not assume 

that their support is not needed.  Questions were 

posed as to how other food banks who are also 

recipients of funds are handling this.  Hannah 

responded that it is mixed; however the majority are 

not publicizing the news.  Hannah also noted that 

there has already been a national announcement from 

the donor regarding these gifts so the news is already 

out to the public.  At the end of the discussion it was 

decided that MANNA would continue its current 

course and would not itself put out any publicity 

regarding this donation. 

 

Steve called for a motion; Ed moved that the funds be 

earmarked as recommended by the EC for future 

facilities with 10% held back as needed for 

Motion 

Approved 



operations; Louise seconded the motion.  The motion 

was unanimously approved  

 Trueheart Property 

Gift/ Mary N. 
 Mary provided background regarding the generous 

donation by the Truehearts which consisted of 8 parcels of 

land in east Asheville including their home.   Mary pointed 

out that the Truehearts moved away from Asheville and as 

supporters of MANNA’s work wanted to offer this gift. 

The land and improvements have been appraised at approx 

$2.6 million. The Truehearts were surprised, having 

thought it would be about 65% of that figure.  Mary  

acknowledged  Kip and Nancy for their assistance with the 

closing on this property. 

The Executive Committee is recommending that an ad hoc 

committee consisting of Judy, Steve, Kip, Melody, and Jim 

be created to help guide the disposition process.  They are 

also recommending that the proceeds of the sale be used 

for future facilities 

Ed moved that the recommendation from the EC be 

accepted; Jim seconded the motion.  The motion was 

unanimously approved.   

Motion 

Approved 

Inventory Software 

Upgrade Contract/ 

Mary D., Nancy 

Mary Davis, as Treasurer, presented the contract for 

implementation services for a new inventory software 

package for the Board’s approval.  The Bylaws mandate 

that any contract over $50K must be approved by the 

Board.  MANNA has engaged Leahy Consultants for the 

configuration, installation and support for 

Macola/Synergy/WiSys ERP and CRM platforms, thereby 

replacing the current Primarius platform. The contract for   

the implementation services is $59, 688; funding for this 

contract as well as the new inventory platform, is the NC 

CARES grant which must be spent in full by 12/31/2020.   

The total expenditure for the entire project is roughly 

$236,300 with $183,645 being funded by the NC Cares 

grant. The vote to proceed was unanimous.  

Contract 

Approved 

Other Business Old 

and New 
 Hannah will be interviewed by Jake Tapper on CNN on 

Tuesday, December 23. 

Ed has a sub-committee looking at various locations for a 

new MANNA facility. They are looking within 10 miles of 

current location and hope to secure an architect soon. 

 

 
 Submitted January 4, 2021 

 

Jerry Prickett, Secretary 
 


